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cc on cant run into a lot of

tii:;rt'5||v|;ti'||! ihl"u[)it'

in this industry” savs

Rebecta Duncun, 29
'.l'li["ill'i‘ll second fron the righl}, of the
lecrs and lecherons beliaviour that can
make her job as a |'||'c.~:||m1'nus mulel
anid dancer a kittle dicey, “But Amanda
albws dys s our H;'th anicd Jhl.:n,nnu-.
first-and wont book us mlll jobs where
wie can run into danger.” She’s talking
about her o I|IEJ-(J\{I Arnanda Bres ayshier,
45 { pictured in the red dress |, ownerand
founder of Sex  Bomb  Promotions,
anel her second “mum”

The two et when Rebecea
riclocated from New Zealand vi:_r\lul vedrs
ago and joined the agency. seeking the
work simply heeause “its reilly goail
maney”. (She emphasises howener,
that she doesn't *_-'h'i]: l.'cw-:m||:|r1i‘ ||||||i1_1.'
like some other girls in the agency)
Ancl what began as a simple emplovee/
1'-1|||'>|l>_‘.'c'|: |'l'|;1|i||||.'|||ip :]nil'm_\ evilved
into something more

e, b
K BRUZZESE STYLING IRENE TSOLAKAS

AMANDA BREWSTER
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Amanda was  hesitant to bond
with the vounger worman at frst; having
been burnt before. “When the agency
was smaller. T probably got ton involved
in the eils priviile lives,” Amanda
aclmits, explaming that some used their
connection with her to their advantage
But Rebecen, who s still close to her
ovin mother back home, was ditferent.
From the outiet, Amanda found her
utterly disarn 1N and Sdys that she'll be
an |1qr sicle no matter \\||‘11, evien if the
VOUTUET WOTTEATL [THOVES 01,

The feelings wutual. “People
may think somecne ke Amanda
wionld Bo oall about miaking money bt
Amanda cares deeply for all her girls,”
savs Rebecea, "Shes  understanding,
kind, professional.,. "

And when Reboeen vag |'c'('t'||L|_\'
rocked by a death in the fondly, Ansanda
was the first person she called to talk
te. ".H'l'uv rl_k:L' e out :I[IlI Wi !;l”{i'll
andl talked wntil the i"d:l'|_\' fwears of the
morming,” says Rebecea
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THE MOTHER-IN-LAW
MARLI WALLACE

onsters-in-law,  They're

jealons and they want to

take over vour !':uni|._\'. But

for Vl-vear-old retiree

Marli Wallace and her danghter-in-kiw,
PR AFENCY CWIET aned mother-of-three
Jo Wallave, 35, that stereolype is one
maore thing for them to laugh about
tozether. Since they met 12 years ago,
when Jo became I.I.l\'t:-l\'l,’ti with Marli's
son John, they've been hest friends,
messaging  ‘each  other  throughout
the day and conducting super-long
conversations via émail in the m-'(*nings.
For Jo, who has no contact with

her oun  mother, the relationship
|_111[]d be seen s bittersweet, full of

epmparisons and reflection; But she
doesn't consider Marli a replacement,
T don’t know that the absence of my
owm mother has pushed me to form a
closer hond with Marli, but 1 certainly
don't call her Mum’.” savs Jo. “She’s a
wonderful friend, ally and grandmother
tis the kids. We're lucky:”

Marli credits mutually “gutsy”
personalities and 4 reluctance o
overstep her mark. “I've always been
mindlul not to interfere” SHVS the
WOITRAT Iﬂ")'\.\'ﬂ. to JI.C” [..h'llll_\ a8 %Iﬂ.rﬁ
Viduka because of her nifty goalie skills
when she plays soceer with grandson
Jack, 11. “People can imadvertently
do it when their natural instincts take
VET 50 :\,-'ulz'\'l: I‘t,’.']”'_‘.' got to he. careful.”
So far. so good,
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LEFT TO RIGHT Barbara Clarke,
Marnee May and Jessica Brown

Barbara wears Shirt, $59.95, by
Country Foad, 1800 801 311, Marnee
wears Skirt, §129, by Country Road,
1800 801 911, lessica wears Top,
$39.95, by Trenery, 1800 801 91

THE OLDER FRIEND
BARBARA CLARKE AND JESSICA BROWN

cherished mother figure can

do more than .5;1'n|1‘||} enhance

one woman’s life. She can

also inspire . clain reaction
af Fl'it']lt!.-\'ili]‘l. Barbara  Clarke, 57,
and Jessica Brown, 40, became best
friends when Jessica taight Barbara’s
son the Hute more than 15 vears ago,
And thanks to the example set by the
older woman, Jessica is now a close
friend and confidante to Murnee May,
the 21yvearold daughter of Jessica’
former  fancée.  Their  unorthodoy
friendships are so suecessful that Jessica
wis. inspired to develop a charity,

A

women who offer thew goidance and
stubility. “My relationship with Barbura
was a wonderful example of women
.-:11]111["'['[11_}_{ each other, so its no wonder
I set up a foundation [devoted to] doing
just that,” says Jessica,

The support each woiman pives
the other is invaluable. Recently, |essica
mersed Barbara throngh the demise of
her 34-vear marriage, “Jessica would
stay over every Wednesday night and
freat me to 4 [H‘:ti::lll':' ani spa to
mike me feel better” says Rarbara, In
turn, Barbara was o mock when Jessicas
younger brother, Eden, was murdered
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hand,” says Barhara, Jessica, meanwhile,
“just
1 thid for me when 1 was the
sarme age”. Marnee also worles al Jessica’s

is temchinge: Marnee how to drive,

foundation and the ]);lil b l:r-lhﬁtﬂu-ll
a cookbook  together, Cooked  with
Love: Becipes My Mother Taught Me,
featuring contributions from miore than
50 woamen, including Barbara. “ Although
lite experience is the best teacher, laving
a mentor to help steer vou in the right
direction ean be invaloable,” explaing
Jessica, 1 believe evervone should have
at least one mentor in their lite to guide
and suppaort them through lifes hordles,”

FENE TSLAKAS. Bf

She started the Sister2Sister mentoring
program in 2003, which  matches
rli.-:;ul\'nnmgn < Austrabian girls with older

at a party last year, “T went with Jess
tor the venue where it happened as she
tried to make sense of it. 1 held her

See lfechangingexperiences.org for wiore
.\F.n‘Fr'J'iu."(!;_{r'mn' e 4

abonl the Sisters

TG B
CLEA MALAFOURIS.
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ometimes, Tura Winkler must
wander how  she ended up

where she s, apw ':l‘hir]_{_{ from the
Cambeodian countryside, where

the 3-‘)-}\[".“'-“'{] is “mum” to 46 rn‘|‘-lu|n';.
she explains that “evervime’s oot a point
of no return. And when 1 experienced
ine, l-nm]ﬂnc- ey wis not an opton,”
Shes refe ing to the [111_\. for
vears: ago when she returned to a
Cambodian  orphanage where she'd
previoushy voluntecred, only to discover
umimaginable “The children
were screaming and erving for me to
|«.~[i‘1 them,” remembers Tara, who
was raised in 5_\:]“:-_\ and once worked
in the filin industry, "'|'|h('.\-'1] all lost

I IOTTENS,

stageering umounts of weight and were
hanging onto me like they'd never
let me go.” What Tara learmned nest
changed  her future: the director of
the ||[‘|1||;41\¢1g¢' had xinpjn'd |i‘4"t['i|lf_1 the
children, forcing them to eat mice and
rats to stay alive, Worse, the children
WETE [Jg‘iug beaten \md SOOI of the .|_r,n']\'
raped. 1 resohved to save these kids”
she Sivs. “Whatever it took.”

W
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Within weeks, she had set up her
own orphanage. Cambodian Childeen's
Trust (CCT)L Suddenly, at the-ageof 31,
she w As A mum”.

She now has a team to help
her with the day-to-day tasks and is
eonsidered a trie parent to these ldds.

“She takes care of us just ke g
real mother” savs 10-vearold Stamay,
“When [ see her face, T am happy
in 1y heart,” adds Nite, 12, “And
\\'li?“ ‘G]E[‘ "ii:‘ll'qik\'\ klll“l'l' i ('il.'.':il'l_\..
1 hike to laugh!”

Tara, who plays guitar to her
tiny ¢ A
night and also tukes them to school
each day, will have plenty of time to
home  those forelpn lngnage  skalls
She save she has ne plans to leave her

Wrges  as they  fall .|.\;||-|-'p al

“kids” hehind and retum to Australi.
My life here with the children is not
something U'moever going to be able to
walk away [rowm:”

For  move: about  the  Cambodian
Children’s Trust, or o make o donation,
visit combodionchildrenstrust org, M

L
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